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LET'S DANCE

Lady Toppers win first Sun Belt conference
title since 2008, earn NCAA tournament berth

WKU 61

60 Ark. State

Students could
lose $76M in
KEES with state
budget cut
BY SHLEBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Students receiving Kentucky state
financial aid could receive less
money over the next two years with
the proposed state budget.
Since 2009, state financial aid
programs have lost $100 million
from diverted lottery proceeds,
and might take an additional $76
million hit over the next two years
under Gov. Steve Beshear’s current
budget proposal.
WKU students currently receiving need-based aid will experience
more competition for the funding
and less money, according to a new
study from the Kentucky Center for
SEE BUDGET PAGE A3

Einstein to have
overnight hours
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers celebrate after their 61-60 victory against Arkansas State in the championship game of the Sun Belt
Tournament Saturday at Lakefront Arena in New Orleans. This is their 17th NCAA tournament berth and their 10th Sun Belt
Conference Championship. The Lady Toppers secured a place in the NCAA tournament with the win. They will play No. 5
Baylor Saturday at 5:30 p.m. CT in Waco, Texas. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Students with the late night
munchies will be happy to know
that they’ll have a place to eat on
campus for the next two weeks.
Einstein Bros Bagels will have a
soft opening from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Sundays through Thursdays, in addition to its normal hours.
Steve Hoyng, resident district
manager for Aramark, said the decision was made due to feedback
from students.
“They’ve asked for something to
be open and the Mass Media building is conducive due to the fact it
has a 24-hour study hall, so that’s
why we picked Einstein’s,” Hoyng
said.
SEE EINSTEIN PAGE A3

'HIPSTER
HILLBILLY'

Alum finds work, pleasure in promoting good art
BY MACKENZIE PIRTLE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Sitting in her living room, Mary
Sparr is surrounded by memorabilia.
Scattered records, leftover tour merch, a mannequin clad with backstage
passes ranging from Adele to Bowling Green's Starry Nights, a Maker's
Mark certificate dedicating a barrel
of the Kentucky bourbon "to Young
Mary's Record."
These pieces from days gone
by aren't just eclectic home decor,

they're proof of an already budding
career for the 2009 WKU graduate.
Her success, however. hasn't just
happened. While on the Hill, Sparr
had a string of swtiched majors--six
in all--before combining her many
interests and creating an ideal career.
“I was a PR major for a period of time,
I was a philosophy major at one point,”
the Liberty native said. “The one thing I
had consistently moved forward in was
my English classes, while I’d dabbled in
all those other things because I was interested in them.”
Sparr, who spends her time run-
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Mary Sparr, a 2009 WKU graduate, runs the blog "Young Mary's Record." From travel
to fashion to movies to music, Sparr said her aim is to “write about the best stuff I know
about at the time.” MIKE CLARK/HERALD
ning a high-traffic blog, promoting
local artists, touring the country with

traveling musicians and managing
SEE YOUNG MARY PAGE A3
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SGA supports proposal to take campus LGBT pride survey
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
A Student Government Association
proposal to take the Campus Pride Index, a survey measuring campus LGBT
friendliness, has passed unanimously
and been submitted to the Administrative Council.
Scottsville senior and Student Identity Outreach president Andrew Salman
proposed the idea that WKU take the
Pride Index to the Office of Diversity.
From there, he said, SGA senator Nicki
Seay picked it up and proposed it to SGA.
He said the purpose of the Index is to

BUDGET

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Economic Policy.
The two hardest-hit state programs
would be the College Assistance Program (CAP), which assists lower-income students, and the Kentucky Tuition Grant (KTG), which focuses on
private college attendees. The biggest
financial program offered by the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance
Authority is the merit-based Kentucky
Educational Excellence Scholarship
(KEES) program.
“Not only is the state failing to fulfill
its own requirements — it is underfunding need-based programs even
more once eligibility is taken into account,” Jason Bailey of the Kentucky
Center for Economic Policy (KCEP)

YOUNG MARY

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

traveling musicians and managing
the estate of the late country legend
Waylon Jennings, kind of does it all.
With the self-made title of “creative
project manager,” she said she uses
her time at WKU — some marketing
classes, some journalism classes, and,
eventually, a creative writing degree —
to build a career that allows her to promote talent she believes in.
“I started using the term ‘creative
project manager’ to describe myself
because I had so many things going
on that when I met someone that was
a potential client, I was finding myself
explaining for a really long time what I
did,” Sparr said.
“I found out if you don’t have a term…
then you sound like you’re all over the
place, even if a lot of those things have
a lot to do with each other.”
She said her various projects tend to
have unifying characteristics because,
at their core, they center on one thing:
the making of good art.
Take, for example, her blog. Titled
“Young Mary’s Record,” (the name
a nod from The White Stripe’s Jack
White), its banner claims to be a log “of
wild and beautiful things.” From travel
to fashion to movies to music, Sparr
said her aim is to “write about the best
stuff I know about at the time.”
“The whole concept was that I just
wanted to put the best great stuff that I

EINSTEIN

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Hoyng said the menu will be
limited, but all Grab-and-gos
will be offered, as well as the topselling bagels and sandwiches.
Payment for these items will remain the same during the soft
opening.
Hoyng said if the soft opening

“diagnose the areas in which the university is not meeting all the needs of
its queer students so that we can begin
to work on reversing that.”
While SGA's resolution was helpful,
Salman said, the Index still requires
further approval.
“We need the permission of Administrative Council to take it,” he said.
“SGA’s proposal was just to recommend that we take it.”
Seay, a Crofton junior, said WKU has
never taken the Index before.
“Whenever you take the Index,” she
said, “the Campus Pride Index organization kind of works with you to

show, ‘okay well this is what you’re
doing good on as far as LGBT policies
are, here’s what you could improve on,
here’s some first steps, some things
that are very low-cost or no-cost’ and
so you just kind of keep retaking the
survey, kind of working with that organization to get your score up.”
She said when the Index suggests
changes to make campus more LGBT
friendly, the school will work toward
making the revisions.
The SGA proposal states that multiple
LGBT students have recently reported
“instances of bullying, harassment or
other activities that make them feel un-

safe and unwelcome on campus.”
According to the proposal, several
schools throughout the state have
taken the Index, including the University of Louisville, Morehead State University, the University of Kentucky and
Centre College.
The Campus Pride Index’s website
lists eight criteria to determine LGBT
friendliness, which includes policy inclusion, housing, campus safety and
recruitment and retention efforts.
Seay said the Administrative Council
was supposed to look over the proposal
yesterday, but said consideration will
possibly be delayed.

said. “While KEES is fully funded…CAP
and KTG are awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis.”
KEES funding is in no danger from the
proposed budget. All students meeting
the criteria for the award will be guaranteed their funds from the state.
Approximately half of the state’s financial aid goes to the merit-based
Kentucky Educational Excellence
Scholarship program which was created in 1998. In 2012-2013, the average
award was $1,180 per year to full-time
students, and KEES recipients earn up
to $2,500 per year.
By law, all but $3 million of the lottery’s revenue funds financial aid programs. However, in 2014 alone the legislature diverted $24 million to fill holes
in the state budget.
An estimated $43 million will be diverted in 2016 under the proposed

budget, according to the Office of the
State Budget Director.
Students may apply for state needbased aid such as CAP beginning Jan.
1 of each year, but the money typically
runs out by February, greatly affecting
community college students looking
to transfer into one of the state’s public
universities.
Created in 1994, CAP serves as the
state’s primary need-based financial
aid program but only receives a third of
the funding.
Currently, the Senate is debating the
budget. The House’s version passed
last week and did little to change the
outlook for state public universities
and colleges. While elementary instructional materials and preschool
funding decreased nearly $20 million
in the House, that money was not reallocated to public universities.

In a separate report, the KCEP’s Ashley Spalding noted that KEES funds
typically go to higher-income students
whose higher education isn’t as dependent on receiving financial aid.
“Higher-income students are not as
price sensitive as low-income students
and typically will attend college whether or not they receive scholarships,” the
report said.
WKU already faces a $1.8 million
budget cut under the proposed budget’s 2.5 percent decrease to public universities and colleges.
Ann Mead, vice president of Finance
and Administration, said decisions
need to be made by the first week of
April to prepare the budget for June’s
Board of Regents meeting.
“Divisions are considering reduction
scenarios, but there is nothing definitive yet,” she said.

knew about at that moment,” she said.
“There are people that I write about
constantly because I just think they’re
doing a good thing.”
Some recent appearances on her blog
include Billy Don Burns, an outlaw
musician that Sparr raves is “the best
songwriter you’ve never heard of,” a
guest post by Ohio County artist “Kentucky Prophet,” her personal musings
on NBC’s The Office, and a trip to Eastern Kentucky.
To be the subject of Sparr’s professional promoting, however, it isn’t necessary to be her “cup of tea.”
“I consider myself very open-minded
and I can get behind an artist if I can
see that they are making something of
value in the art community,” she said.
“I get a lot of messages from different
people asking me to listen to their stuff,
and I pride myself on giving them at
least a moment of my time.”
Before “Young Mary’s Record,” Sparr
worked as a writer and photographer
for Offbeat magazine in New Orleans,
as marketing agent for the Bowling
Green art group Print Mafia, and as editor for Skye magazine by local creative
agency Yellowberri.
However, she credits her first substantial endeavor in the creative writing field as co-creator and editor for
“Rise Over Run,” an online magazine
she started on WKU’s campus.
“We were just really frustrated that
Western had a yearbook and they had
a paper, but they didn’t have a magazine,” she said. “So we started one."

Sparr said running a student-led
magazine honed skills she now uses
in her career. “We were taking people
from the Herald, or people that weren’t
involved in anything, and taking people that didn’t even go to Western, and
saying ‘Come write for us,'” she said.
“It was the first time I had to manage
a team of people and work with a lot
of different kinds of people and have a
deadline.”
Associate professor in the School of
Journalism & Broadcasting Mac Mckerral, who served as advisor for the
online magazine during Sparr's tenure
as editor, attributes her success to her
natural talent.
“I think when people are successful it's because they're good,” he said.
“They find an audience and they're
able to write to that audience, and
that's how [Mary] is able to compete
with all the other blogs on the internet.”
Contributors for Rise Over Run included the publication’s designer Michael Puckett, who currently works as a
programmer for Apple, and former art
editor Saeed Jones, now the LGBT editor at BuzzFeed.
Fast-forward five years and Sparr is
continuing to expand her career with
undertakings like her most recent project— manager for Waylon Jennings.
“I met Jessi [Colter], Waylon’s widow,
and met his son, Shooter,” Sparr said.
“And at first I thought it might be bizarre to have a client that’s not living,
but I read his biography and felt really
connected with him.”

Sparr, whose boyfriend manages
Shooter Jennings on the road, said she
has taken over Waylon’s website and
plans to use her new position to continue the star’s brand.
“Some of Waylon’s music was just
featured on the new Grand Theft Auto
game,” Sparr said, “and my goal is to
make sure his music is still being used
and to carry on that legacy.”
Shooter Jennings said Sparr was an easy
choice as manager of his father’s estate.
“We tapped into her not just to update
the website, but to connect my father’s
music with this younger generation,” he
said. “When you’re working with some
big corporation you have to deal with
people that won’t call back, or don’t pay
attention to details, and it isn’t like that
when you work with someone like Mary."
Jennings said Sparr brings a fresh
perspective to the task of keeping his
father’s presence relevant. “She’s kind
of this hipster hillbilly,” Jennings said.
“She’s so smart and so funny and she
has all these great ideas and has the
most unique perspective on things."
Whether it be keeping a legend alive
or supporting a local unknown, Sparr
said she finds fulfillment in her work.
“I can’t ask for a better living than being able to showcase people that have
talents or are geniuses or have done
something that has made a big difference,” she said. “I love the guy that’s in
a suit and tie every day and then goes
and plays rock-star at nighttime,” Sparr
added. “As long as I can help make their
vision a reality, that’s enough for me.”

is a big success, Einstein’s will
remain open for the rest of the
semester. Another decision will
also be made whether or not
to continue its hours for next
semester because Red Zone in
Downing Student Union will
have extended hours as well.
Hoyng said he is looking forward to the test-run.
“We’re excited to see how it
goes,” Hoyng said.

Crime reports
• Police arrested Kassidy Jean Druin
and Cheyenne Payton Gall at Diddle
Arena on March 14. Druin and Gall
were involved in a public disturbance.
• DeeDee Harvey reported her belongings stolen off a school bus in
Creason Street Lot on March 14. Es-

timated value of the stolen items was
$20.

• Kaitlin McKinney reported her vehicle broken into in the Lost River Cave
parking lot and her friend’s purse stolen on March 15.

• Police arrested Goodlettsville,
Tenn., freshman Brian Chase Brooks in
McCormack Hall on March 17 on an EWarrant for failure to appear.
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EDITORIAL

HEALTH MATTERS

SHIRK THE

SHAMING

Body-shaming exists in many forms but shouldn't exist at all
THE ISSUE: Body-shaming is a complex
issue that still plagues today's society
and involves every body type and gender.

OUR STANCE: We understand that bodyshaming is a sensitive subject, but one
worth discussion because of its potentially negative effects.

L

ook, we know how difficult
it is to go to the beach during spring break and not critique every other beach body
out there, including your own. But we
want to let you in on a little secret: that's
body-shaming, and body-shaming is
never a good thing.
In today's world of scrutiny and media bombardment, it may seem downright impossible to not judge others'
bodies — or even your own. Just stand
in line at the grocery store and look at

any women's magazine, or turn on a
sitcom or comedy, and you'll see the act
firsthand.
Shame has become as much a part
of us as our own clothing or our own
skin, in which we are oftentimes too
uncomfortable.
But before we condemn the act
of body-shaming, it is important to
understand exactly what it is.
“Lose three pounds in three weeks,
ladies!!” “She's dating THAT guy? But
he's short and fat!” “You can't expect to
snag a mate when you look like THAT!”
“I can see her neck muscles so easily,
it's like she's anorexic.” These are but a
few of the types of body-shaming we're
likely to experience.
An important thing to understand about body-shaming is that
there are other examples beyond
skinny- and fat-shaming. Bodyshaming can include singling out

amputees, people with tattoos or
even shaming a person for his or
her height.
While it may seem impossible to
escape body-shaming, it is possible to
not participate in it. After all, positivity is what gets us through these years
before we head out into the scary real
world.
We think that, while it may take
time, you should learn to love your
body as it is. That doesn't mean you
can't desire to lose or gain weight for
health reasons, to get a tattoo or a
piercing or to even get that prosthetic
limb.
But it does mean learning to be comfortable with who you are now, because
if you don't love yourself now, as you
are, when will you?
And besides, we think you look great.
This editorial represents the majority of
the Herald's 9-member editorial board.

BY YAN HUNTON
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
A little over a
month ago, I wrote
about the ongoing debate regarding multivitamins.
I concluded the
column: “eating a
diverse combination of fruits, vegHUNTON
etables, nuts and
Columnist
whole grains is the
best way to give us the nutrients
that we need.” I would like to expand on this sentiment, and here
to accompany me is an orange
slice.
In a natural source of vitamins and nutrients, like an orange slice, vitamin C is in the
company of hundreds of other
chemicals. Many of these lesserknown plant chemicals that work
with vitamin C have not yet been
thoroughly studied or discovered
and may provide additional benefits.
Also, have you smelled your
multivitamin? The scent will
not tickle your nose like the
aromatics of a freshly peeled
orange.
I would now like to equate the
consumption of an orange slice
to matters of love. The nutritive
effect of eating a plant food, such
as an orange slice, cannot be explained only by physical phenomena.
I find something divine in the
way that hundreds of plant chemicals interact collectively to provide
unique effects for each person at
each moment that he or she consumes a fruit or vegetable. It is a
form of love.
When you eat an orange slice, it
speaks uniquely to you, your body,
and its present condition. We as
humans are evolved to eat the
food stuff from plants. I remain
skeptical as to whether synthetic
multivitamins or even ‘natural’
multivitamins can provide benefits equal to those that come from
the regular consumption of vegetables, fruits, nuts and seeds. A
multivitamin should never replace
plant foods.
Plant foods in general have
been providing nourishment for
the body, mind, and whatever else
there may be for thousands of
years.
The next time you eat an orange slice (or other natural food
item):

1.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Writing about bodies requires sensitivity

As a feminist, and an intern for the
blog I Will Not Diet, I completely support any attempt to talk about bodyshaming. I think thin-shaming is something not a lot of people know about,
therefore needs to be talked about with
the same sensitivity it is criticizing many
body-positive activists for lacking.
First, the body-positive movement
requests the freedom for people to love
themselves regardless of how much
weight they gain or lose. Professor
Payne-Emerson states at one point,
“Some people are going to put on
weight more easily and some people
are naturally thin.” Here it is suggesting
that “thin” or not-fat is where all bod-

Reconsidering
natural fruits

ies begin and the only exceptions are
naturally thin people, but fat or larger
bodies are only acquired by lifestyle
choices.
Second, Hayden’s opposition to “zero
is not a size” ignores the intentions of
the movement. I’m sure there are a lot
of people in that movement that thinshame, however it is a reaction against
the patriarchal sizing of women’s clothing.
Women’s sizes encourage women to
aspire to nothing (or size zero), opposed
to aspiring to a hip size of 32-35 inches.
European sizes and men’s sizes uses
hip, waist, and inseam measurements.
Women’s catalog sizing is a scale from
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00-16 and plus sizes 18-26. You’re not a
size zero, your hips happen to equal 3235 for most brands. I’m not a size 18 my
hips equal 46inches. This measurement
is inconsistent reiterating the silliness of
labeling oneself through dress sizes.
This article reinforces thin privilege
because I have yet to see an article
about fat-shaming on the front page
of the Herald in the four years I have
been at WKU. Maybe I just missed that
issue.
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Think about where your
food came from: What kind of
plant did your orange come from?
What part of the world? Which
hands touched it before it reached
your kitchen?

2.

Experience your food with
multiple senses: Really taste your
orange slice. Smell it before you
take the first bite. Hold it up to the
light to see how the juice glows inside.

3.

Know that you are carrying
a legacy from our ancestors: Humans evolved to eat the foods of the
earth. Fruits, vegetables, nuts and
seeds evolved to carry vitamins and
nutrients that we enjoy. Perhaps I
was made for this orange slice. Perhaps it was made for me. Perhaps it
is love.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS
1 Elementary fellow?
7 Chief Osceola riding
Renegade introduces its home
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
games: Abbr.
advertising@wkuherald.com
10 Daddy
14 Longtime Hawaiian
ELP
ANTED
senator Daniel
15 Ottowan interjections
16 Woeful cry
City of Bowling Green
17 *Large emigration
CAMP COUNSELORS
19 Frisks, with “down”
Parks & Recreation Seasonal Position
20 Asian holiday
21 Letter-shaped fastener
CAMP COUNSELORS - Assists with Summer Camp, leads
22 Land at Orly?
group activities; some counselors work with special needs
23 Confederate
children, teens, and adults. Must be knowledgeable in
24 *Lunchbox item
recreation/sports activities; may require CPR & First Aid
Certification. 40 hours per week; May thru August; weekend 26 Smallish crocodilians
28 Portal toppers
work may be required. Age 17+ ; $7.97/hr.
29 100-eyed giant of myth
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application and
30 Word of greeting
additional information from the Human Resources Department in
31 Points a finger at
City Hall, 1001 College Street, or from our website at www.bgky.org.
32 *”I’ll Be There for You”
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a on “Friends,” e.g.
Drug-Free Workplace.
36 __ date
38 Levy
39 Brought about
43 Southeast Asian honey
lover
45 Oporto native, e.g.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please 47 *Children’s literature VIP
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not 49 Brandy label letters
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
50 Cream of the crop
51 CNBC topics
52 Breadbasket, so to speak
53 Director Gus Van __
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
54 *Daily Planet setting
57 Palm smartphone
58 Celebratory poem
59 Valuable lump
60 Bldg. annex
61 Beersheba’s land: Abbr.
62 Word that can follow five
prefixes hidden sequentially
in the answers to starred clues
DOWN
1 “Tell __”: 1962-’63 hit

CLASSIFIEDS
H

W

2 Winning steadily
3 Get clobbered
4 It’s not an option
5 Observe
6 Church maintenance officer
7 Disgusted
8 Back-and-forth flights
9 Navy hull letters
10 Empty threat
11 Afraid
12 Platoon activities
13 Look over carefully
18 Burden
22 X, sometimes
23 __ Victor
24 Window part
25 Silver opening?
27 Remote control

30 Spell
33 Floride, par exemple
34 Many couples
35 Cub or Card
36 Simpleton
37 Like some looseleaf paper
40 Reveal
41 More to one’s liking
42 Plastic __ Band
43 Cuarenta winks?
44 Tongue suffix
45 “Click __ Ticket”: road
safety slogan
46 Quantum gravity particles
48 More timely
52 Painter van __
54 French pronoun
55 __ tent

56 CPA’s office, perhaps

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES
SCORPIO (Oct.
23-Nov. 21) -Cut entertainment
spending, and wait
a bit longer on a
planned purchase.
Consider an interesting suggestion.
You're in the middle
of the action. Listen
with fascination.
Romance is kindled.
A lovely moment
presents itself.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Domestic luxuries like
candles and hot
water don't cost
much. Treat yourself
to blissful moments
at minimal expense.
Save up for your
future. It could get
romantic. You see
a diamond in the
rough.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
-- You can charm
your way through
a maze. Discover
the boundaries and
limitations. Get help
from friends with
connections or special talents. Passions
could flare. Hold
your temper. There's
a lovely prize at the
end.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) -- Act
on short-term goals.
Finish what you
promised. Adapt to
recent unexpected
developments. Love
definitely figures in
the plan. Your past
good deeds speak
well for you. Compromise. There's a
reward available.
Invest in your career.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
-- Plan for the long
haul, but take action on immediate
needs. Discard junk
to make space for
new possibilities.
Ask interesting questions, like "what do I
love?" You're starting to figure it out.
Make lists.

CANCER (June
21-July 22) -- Beautify your home.
Take a chance on
romance, and make
corrections as needed. Let your heart
fly free. It may not
fit your pictures. Let
go of assumptions,
and enjoy the ride.
Kindle and rekindle
love.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- Flirt
with a proposal
without committing
yet. Draw someone in with your
charm. There may
be hidden costs...
you can play later if
you want. Get into
studies that develop
new understanding.
Dally around with
an idea.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Let
others know what
you want. It may
include confronting
authority. Friends
are there for you.
Let your partner
negotiate on your
behalf. Love sets you
free. Share your appreciation in secret
notes. Send treats.

LEO (July 23Aug. 22) -- There's a
nice benefit coming
in, and you have
plenty to say about
it. Don't brag about
how much you've
made. Pay back a
debt. Talk about
your ideals for how
it could be. Take an
emotional inventory.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22) -- Encourage a change
for the better, an
endeavor for mutual
profit. Compromise
is required. Set up
rules to insure fair
competition. Follow
through, don't just
talk about it. Make
it sexy. Don't give
up.

SUDOKU PROBLEMS

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- Tension eases naturally.
Completion fosters
creativity. Take advantage, and invent.
A partner makes
you laugh. Resist
buying on impulse.
Find a treasure in
your own closet.
Meditate on love,
and it begins to
show up everywhere.

LIBRA (Sept. 23Oct. 22) -- Improve
living conditions.
Don't disrupt your
whole structure by
upgrading workplace
technology yet. A new
idea needs work. The
truth gets revealed.
Use your imagination
at home. Provide motivation, and stand
firm on rules.
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WKU community bands together
after staff member's house fire
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU community has proven
once again that it is not only a campus
but a family.
Recently, James McCoy, supervisor
of Special Services, lost his home to a
fire. Since then, the entire university has
worked to support him and his son financially and emotionally.
“I owe the whole community a thanks
from the bottom of my heart for everything they have done,” he said. “They
all went above and beyond what was
necessary. I couldn't ask for a better
group of people to be supporting me.”
Among those supporters is Associate
Athletic Director Craig Biggs, who has
worked with McCoy for nearly 15 years.
“We organized money for the bank
fund and took up donations for him
because he is an important part of
what we do,” he said. “We feel like he is
a member of our staff even though he
works for another area on campus.”
McCoy said he is extremely grateful
for what he has gotten from them.
“It is more then I could have ever
expected. The support has been phenomenal,” he said.
The fire occurred in the early hours of
Feb. 10. McCoy was awoken by his son
who smelled smoke and began to search
the house, finding a back room on fire.
He then told his son to grab what he
could and get out. McCoy then went
inside to get their dogs that were still inside. The fire was caused by an electrical short in the wires in the attic.
McCoy and his son have rented a
trailer for the time being. They are not
financially able to rebuild, and are currently searching for a new home.
“It is one of those things where you
just have to hurry up and wait,” he said.
“I am fine and doing well right now. I
am just in the process of trying to absorb what happened and figure out
what to do.”
“We aren't in need of anything right
now, we're are pretty much comfortable,” McCoy said.
Jeff Younglove, director of campus

and community events, has known
McCoy for about 16 years. Younglove
said that McCoy has always done whatever is asked of him in a professional
and friendly manner.
“He does it in a quality that we expect,
and he treats everyone how he wants to
be treated,” Younglove said. “He never
tells me no, and he will work around the
clock. The problem is telling him to cut
back, he is always someone that I can
depend on.”
Younglove also said that McCoy has
maintained a great relationship with
his coworkers.
“Everybody thinks very highly of him.
He is a very positive person. Before he
became supervisor he was assistant
supervisor. He was a very obvious and
natural choice for the supervisor position,” he said.
McCoy also didn't let the trauma affect his work performance.
“He was gone the week it happened,
but he came in every day after that. He
probably feels bad every time he takes
a few hours off, but he makes up for it
and is always around,” Younglove said.
“He is just as dependable as ever.”
McCoy said he couldn't ask for a more
supporting group of people, and he is
focusing on the positive.
“This place really is one big family,
and they really went beyond my expectations,” he said.
“We are doing okay, we both got out
alive,“McCoy said. “Material things can
be replaced, but there are a few things
we won’t get back.”
The support McCoy and his family
have received has been campus wide.
Younglove said McCoy is very respected
and well thought of with everyone he
works with.
“I can’t say I’m surprised by the strong
support across campus,” Younglove
said. “Even the people who just know
his name know that he is a great guy
and have given him support.
“This has proven that the motto, ‘The
Spirit Makes the Master,' really is true
here,” Younglove said. “It has shown
that it isn't just a place to work or a
place to go to school, it is a family.”

WKU alum placed among best
40 professors in the world
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

ulated products to consumers. He has
also won the Center for Global Leadership Research Excellence Award from
A WKU alumnus received an inter- 2009 to 2011. Kees has also been pubnational award at the tender age of 35 lished in numerous academic journals
such as the “American Journal of Public
for his research.
Jeremy Kees, who is currently an Health” and “Journal of Marketing Research.”
associate professor of marketKees said it has been great acing at Villanova University, was
complishing so much at a young
named one of “the 40 Most Outage and credits much of his sucstanding B-School Professors
cess to those who have helped
Under 40 In the World” accordhim in his academic career.
ing to www.poetsandquants.
“It’s been pretty exciting,”
com, a website dedicated to
Kees said. “Really, when I think
building a community for those
about my success at an early
interested in graduate business
KEES
age, it really goes back to the
school education.
Kees obtained his master's 2001 WKU Grad mentors I’ve had and the professors that have had an influence
of business from WKU in 2001.
Kees, who conducts research relat- on my life, both as an undergraduate
ing to marketing and advertising and and as a graduate student.”
One of those professors was Ron
other fields, said he finds it fascinating.
“It’s interesting to me to try to un- Milliman, a faculty member in the marderstand what types of features of ad- keting department of WKU from 1985vertisements are most effective and 2012.
“He was an excellent student,” Milresonate best with the consumers,”
liman said. “He was low-key, relatively
Kees said.
Kees was awarded the honor in part quiet, but very studious.”
Milliman said he was overwhelmed
due to his “research on cigarette warning labels and anti-smoking interven- with delight when he found out that
tions that played a key role in the Food Kees was named one of the most outand Drug Administration’s proposal to standing professors in the world.
“I could not possibly be more proud
add graphic images to cigarette packof anybody than I am him,” Milliman
ages,” according to Poets and Quants.
In one particular study, Kees’ re- said. “He’s just been tremendously sucsearch with the FDA involved exposing cessful.”
Another one of those professors was
adolescents to graphic images of the
consequences of smoking and getting Rick Shannon, who currently serves as
their response. Kees said the graphic professor and chair of the Department
images were more powerful than the of Marketing and Sales.
“Jeremy was one of those students
text-only warnings currently on cigathat you always love to get because he
rette packages.
“They actually evoke high levels of loved to learn,” Shannon said.
It’s not all work all the time for Kees.
emotion, specifically fear,” Kees said.
“And as a result of that high level of Kees played basketball collegiately while
negative emotion…it influences con- he was an undergraduate at Belmont.
“I still play a lot of basketball,” Kees
sumers’ thoughts of quitting and their
said. “I’ll play in a lunchtime hoops
intentions to quit smoking.”
Kees started his research in 2004 game here on campus at Villanova
while he was earning his doctorate at and I also lead the faculty intramural
the University of Arkansas and it is on- team.”
going.
Kees said he acknowledges that
His awards and titles do not stop WKU’s MBA program is trying to gain
there. Kees currently sits on the Food more attention and is happy he graduand Drug Administration Risk Com- ated from the program.
munication Advisory Committee,
“I’m just really excited that as an
which advises the FDA on how to com- alum I can represent what they’re trymunicate risk and benefits of FDA-reg- ing to do well,” Kees said.
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NCAAEXTRA

WKU Lady Toppers discover out that they will face number 2 seeded Baylor University in Waco, Texas in the 1st round of the 2014 Women's NCAA Basketball Tournament
this Saturday during the selection show party at Mr. B's Pizza and Wings on Monday night. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

WE ARE THE

CHAMPIONS

Lady Toppers draw No. 5 Baylor in first round of NCAA tournament
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers’ road to the NCAA Tournament
hasn’t been easy, and it’s not slated to get any easier.
No. 15 seed WKU (24-8) will travel to Waco, Texas,
and face No. 2 Baylor Saturday at 5:30 p.m. in the first
round of the Women’s NCAA Tournament.
Saturday’s tournament meeting will be the first time
WKU and Baylor have faced each other on the hardwood.
“We’re really excited,” redshirt freshman guard Kendall Noble said at the team’s selection show party
Monday night. “Baylor is a great team. They’re tough
competition. We’re probably going to learn a lot from
them. If we can win, that will be even better.”
No. 5 Baylor (29-4, 16-2 Big 12 Conference) defeated
No. 5 West Virginia 74-71 to claim the Women’s Big 12
championship. The Lady Bears defeated Notre Dame
in 2012 to claim its second national championship in
school history, capping a perfect season with a 40-0
record.
The Lady Topper defense will have their hands full
with an offense that averages 84 points per game,
which ties for fourth in the nation with Wright State.
Senior guard Odyssey Sims leads the Lady Bears offense as the nation’s second best scorer, averaging
28.4 points per game.
Baylor will be without its leader on the sideline,
Coach Kim Mulkey. The coach, who has spent 13 seasons at Baylor, will not be allowed to lead the team in
the first-round game because of comments against
Louisville she made in last year’s NCAA competition .
“I’m going to watch on TV,” Mulkey told ESPN’s Kevin
Negandhi during the selection show. “We’re going to
prepare them. I have a tremendous coaching staff. As

WKU

Baylor

24-8

29-4

Overall

Overall

84 ppg
73.5 ppg
63.6 allowed 61.8 allowed
+ 9.7 scoring + 22.2 scoring
margin
margin
Leading scorer

Leading scorer

Chastity Gooch

Odyssey Sims

18.2 ppg
9 rebounds
1.5 blocks

28.4 ppg
4.5 rebounds
4.6 assists

I tell the players all the time, something could happen
to me on that sideline and you should be able to coach
yourself and I have no doubt they’ll do a great job.”
No matter who is coaching Baylor, Coach Michelle
Clark-Heard will take the same approach in preparing her team.

“I’m excited for the girls to have a chance to see our
name pop up,” Clark-Heard said at the team’s selection show party Monday night. “At the end of the day,
it’s what it’s all about. You never know where you’re
going to end up and who you’re going to play, so I’m
just excited we got the opportunity.”
WKU will play in the South Bend region. The winner
of WKU-Baylor will get the winner of seventh-seed
California and 10th-seed Fordham.
The Lady Toppers’ opponent wasn’t announced until 30 minutes into the selection show, only building
more suspense.
“I was nervous the whole time holding Kendall’s
hand,” sophomore guard Micah Jones said. “It was
hard waiting the whole time.”
The Lady Topper defense held opponents this season to an average of 63.6 points per game.
Baylor's 84 points per game will test WKU's defense
which only gave up an average of 63.6 points per
game.
The Lady Toppers are 17-16 all-time in the tournament and 4-5 all-time in the first round.
“We’ll have a game plan, and we’ll be ready to compete,” Clark-Heard said Sunday when the team arrived from the Sun Belt Conference tournament.
“We’re going to compete and play hard. We’re not
here just to be happy we’re in the NCAA.”
Senior Chaney Means said when the team arrived
back in Bowling Green on Sunday that it didn’t matter
who WKU would play, they have to make the most of
getting a chance to play in the NCAA tournament.
“We get here. Now what are we going to do about
it?,” Means said. “We’re just really excited, and we’re
going to give our best effort. No matter who we play,
no matter what seed we have, it’s just going to be a
fun time.”

Lady Toppers road though the Sun Belt Tournament
Sun Belt

Awards

Chastity Gooch
• 1st team All Sun Belt conference
• SBC Defensive Player of the Year
• SBC Tournament Most
Outstanding Player

Kendall Noble
• Sun Belt Conference Freshman
of the Year
• Sun Belt All-Tournament Team

Micah Jones
•3rd team All Sun Belt Conference
•Sun Belt All-Tournament Team

Championship game

Quarterfinals

Semifinals

WKU 67 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 61

WKU 66 UALR 62

WKU 61 ARKANSAS STATE 60

WKU trailed until the 11:30 mark of its quarterfinal matchup with Louisiana-Lafayette, but junior
forward Chastity Gooch, after a six-point first half,
displayed a dominant 15-point second half performance en route to a 67-61 comeback victory.
“My team just kept feeding me the ball,” Gooch
said. “Coach told me in the first half, I was kind of
rushing my shot, so she told me to slow down and
gather myself. That’s what I did the second half.”

The Lady Trojans knotted the score at 56-56 with
3:40 left, but never led the game as WKU escaped with
a 66-62 win to advance to the championship.
Sophomore guard Micah Jones drilled a pair of free
throws with 0.6 seconds left to ice the game.
“It’s been our goal all season,” Jones said. “We’ve talked about it. Getting to this championship game and we
get here and we have a chance to win. For our seniors,
it’s just that much more. We want to win for them.”

Not only did the Lady Toppers reach the championship game, they ended on an 18-4 run to win
it over No. 1-seed Arkansas State, 61-60 in dramatic fashion. Gooch led the way with 26 points
and 12 rebounds despite picking up her fourth
foul with 11:20 remaining.
“It feels great,” Gooch said. “It was a great team effort. My team got me the ball when I needed it, talked
to me and kept me calm. It was a great team effort.”
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Clark-Heard leads her alma mater to the top

She’s all about getting it done
and she’s still a people person
and cares about the kids. She’s
a very genuine person and I
think they all see that.”
A jersey hangs from Diddle
Arena, honoring Sanderford
who coached for 15 years,
registered 365 wins, 12 NCAA
Tournaments, three Final
Four trips and finished as the
National Runners-Up to Stanford in 1992.
The records and banners
speak for themselves in saying that WKU Lady Topper
basketball has a rich history
of winning, something Sanderford knows firsthand is not
easy to come by.
Sanderford was doing radio
color commentary for the Sun
Belt title game last weekend
and told Clark-Heard how
proud he was of what she’s
brought back to women’s basketball at WKU. He also knows
the job isn’t done yet.
“I was excited for Michelle
and her staff and the kids because I know how much work
goes into that,” Sanderford
said. “You have to be lucky
and you have to be good to
win a championship, it takes
a little bit of both, and it takes
a lot of hard work. I was excited for the fans that had been
there and were faithful during
some tough times, but had
hung in there.
“She’s happy today and she’ll
say that she’s super proud, but
WKU's head coach Michelle Clark-Heard speaks to the Lady Toppers during a timeout in the final minutes of their 61-60 victory over Ar- she’s not satisfied," he said.
kansas State in the championship game of the Sun Belt Tournament Saturday, March 15, 2014, at Lakefront Arena in New Orleans. The "That’s what great coaches
Lady Toppers secured a place in the NCAA tournament with their win. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
all have in common. They’re
never satisfied.”
Doing her job “the right
It's now.
in Sun Belt history to win 20 returned to the Hill. The LouBY ELLIOTT PRATT
“Western Kentucky has it all,” games in a season following isville native was an assistant way” is what makes her the
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Clark-Heard continued. “We a year in which they won less at her hometown school for best person for the job, accordfive years with coach Jeff Walz. ing to Stewart.
WKU coach Michelle Clark- have all the things we need for than 10.
“It validates that she’s a great
Stewart was one of the first She assisted in leading the
Heard and Athletics Director us to be at the top, and those
to talk to Clark-Heard on the Cardinals to three Sweet 16 ap- coach,” Stewart said. “She
Todd Stewart share a unique are the things I’ll sell.”
Just a week shy of the two- court in Lakefront Arena in pearances and finished as the didn’t even utilize her full albond.
Stewart was announced as year anniversary of that very New Orleans once the cham- National Runner-Up in 2009 to lotment of scholarships her
first year because she wanted
UConn.
the interim athletic director on statement, Clark-Heard sold it. pionship was WKU’s to claim.
“I told her how proud I was
Even as a player at WKU, there to be class balance. She
Behind Clark-Heard’s leaderMarch 22, 2012, and replaced
ship, the Lady Toppers will be of her and how I appreciate Clark-Heard was a part of four just had a plan from day one
former director Ross Bjork.
That same day, Stewart and dancing in the NCAA Tourna- all that she stands for with NCAA Tournament teams and and she stuck to that play, she
President Gary Ransdell in- ment this weekend after cap- her leadership and the way two Sun Belt Conference cham- hasn’t wavered.”
President Gary Ransdell and
troduced Clark-Heard as the turing their first Sun Belt Con- she represents our program,” pionships in 1988 and 1989.
Her coach during that time, Stewart bought into ClarkWKU Lady Topper basketball ference championship with Stewart said. “She kept thanka 61-60 win over top-ranked ing me for the opportunity to Paul Sanderford, knew Clark- Heard’s selling pitch when they
program's 15th head coach.
Heard had the capability of hired her. Nearly two years later,
On that day, Clark-Heard Arkansas State, the team’s first be the head coach.
championship
“We have always joked back leading a basketball team, but a conference championship
said she knew WKU had all the conference
and forth about that bond and that didn’t come without hesi- and an NCAA Tournament bid
pieces to make a champion- since 2008.
for the first time in six years is exClark-Heard inherited a we talked that the day of the tations.
ship team.
“I think the big thing is coach actly what they were looking for.
"Getting back to the top is WKU team with no senior championship was March 15,
“At the end of the day, this is
going to be taking what I have leadership that finished 9-21 just one week shy of the two- Heard has always been a bashere and the recruits I add to the year before and in one year year anniversary of that," he ketball junky,” Sanderford said. my alma mater. This is home
said. "Two years is a short time “She’s such a people person. I for me,” Clark-Heard said. “To
them," she said at her intro- produced a 22-11 record.
ductory press conference alThat
accomplishment to really turn a program around had my doubts at times if she have the opportunity to be
most two years ago. "The focus earned her the Sun Belt Coach and that’s what she’s done.”
could be tough enough to be a able to have this chance to get
is right now. It's not for a year of the Year award as the Lady
Clark-Heard knew a thing or coach. She’s proven that she can us back to the big dance was
later, two years down the road. Toppers were the first team two about winning before she be. She doesn’t cross the lines. pretty awesome.”

By the Numbers: Regular Season Records

9-21

2013-14

2012-13

2011-12

Mary Taylor-Cowles

21-9

Michelle Clark-Heard

21-8

Michelle Clark-Heard

GOING FOR TWO

It's official - Lady Topper basketball is back
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
NEW ORLEANS - It
took two years for the
Lady Toppers to climb
the ladder from worst to
first in the Sun Belt Conference.
Last season was a
historic turnaround for
the WKU women’s basAULBACH
ketball program – firstColumnist
year coach Michelle
Clark-Heard led the Lady Toppers to
a 21-win regular season. The 12-game
improvement from a season before
was the best the Sun Belt Conference
had ever seen.
A second-round loss to ArkansasLittle Rock held the Lady Toppers back
from advancing to the NCAA Tournament, though.
This year, WKU’s last run through
the Sun Belt, Heard’s team completed
the climb up that ladder, coming out
on top in dramatic fashion over No. 1
seed Arkansas State in Saturday’s Sun

Belt Conference tournament championship.
WKU turned to Clark-Heard in
March 2012 to turn around a team
coming off a nine-win season. In
March 2014, that squad is at the top
of the Sun Belt.
Heard has praised her team’s development since Day One – even after last
season’s tournament loss she said the
Lady Toppers were ahead of schedule
in their development.
But Saturday, even she admitted
she was a little surprised at how fast
the change around the program had
come.
“I just knew that our whole process was to keep getting better and it’s
pretty ironic, that that’s why we put in
‘Climbing the Ladder,’” she said, referring to the team’s motto throughout
this season. “It wasn’t about cutting
the nets down. It was about getting this
program back to the status of where it’s
been.”
One of the most impressive parts
about this season in particular was
the fact that the Lady Toppers were

able to get so far without Alexis Govan, the preseason Sun Belt Conference Player of the Year, after she was
injured in December. The Lady Toppers completed their entire Sun Belt
schedule without Govan — the team
hasn’t lost in over a month.
Former Lady Topper coach Paul
Sanderford — who knows a thing
or two about winning — said ClarkHeard’s success without Govan is what
sticks out to him.
“Her best player, the preseason Player of the Year, was sitting on the bench
in street clothes,” he said on Monday. “I
don’t know of many teams that could
have handled that kind of adversity and
win a championship. That’s remarkable in itself.”
The WKU women’s basketball program is a historic power, with nine Sun
Belt Conference Tournament titles, 16
NCAA Tournament appearances (that
figure will rise to 17 this weekend),
three Final Four appearances and a
National Championship game against
Stanford in 1992.
Clark-Heard was in uniform for the

Lady Toppers for four of those postseason appearances, playing forward for
WKU from 1986-90. She understands
the history surrounding the program
as well as anybody.
“We have so much rich tradition
here,” she said Saturday in New Orleans. “That’s what ‘Climbing the Ladder’ was all about… I’m just proud of
the girls for buying in.”
Next year will be new ground for
the Lady Toppers. With WKU’s move
to Conference USA this summer, the
2014-15 season will feature stronger
competition and reignited rivalries
against Middle Tennessee and Louisiana Tech.
The Lady Toppers will also get more
national respect and have a better shot
at competing for a postseason berth,
though – they’ll have more chances to
keep climbing that ladder.
I know Clark-Heard and the rest of
the team are looking forward to it. But
this week, they have March Madness to
prepare for, and that’s something they
haven’t had the privilege of doing in six
years.
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

WKU's senior guard Bianca McGee drives around Arkansas State University guard Aundrea Gamble during the second
half of WKU's 61-60 victory in the championship game of the Sun Belt Tournament on Saturday at Lakefront Arena in
New Orleans. The Lady Toppers secured a place in the NCAA tournament with their win. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Senior spark
McGee sparks Lady Topper comeback
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines the term ‘clutch’ as
one’s ability to perform well in a
critical or important situation of a
sports competition — but on Saturday night, the definition was senior
guard Bianca McGee.
McGee helped the No. 2-seed
Lady Toppers orchestrate an 18-4
run in the final moments of a 6160 victory over No. 1-seed Arkansas
State in the Sun Belt Conference
tournament championship game,
giving WKU its first Sun Belt crown
since 2008. McGee scored all of her
10 points in the final 13 minutes of
the contest.
All season, WKU sported a ‘climbing the ladder’ slogan, and according to McGee, the Lady Toppers have
exemplified that phrase by winning
the program’s 10th conference title.
“It's surreal,” McGee said. “We talked about it from the very beginning
— about winning the champion-

ship and going out for Chaney and
I in our senior year and doing it for
all our supporters and everyone who
doubted us. At the beginning of the
season our slogan was ‘climbing the
ladder’, and we did that.”
McGee netted her first bucket of
the game on a layup with 12:24 remaining, bringing the Lady Toppers
within 12 points of the Red Wolves.
The senior’s three-pointer with
4:56 left brought WKU within six and
after an Arkansas State shot clock
violation on the next possession, she
drilled a long jumper to cut the lead
to four.
With 2:30 left, McGee gave the Lady
Toppers their first lead since early in
the first half with her second threepointer of the game.
After missing her first three shots,
coach Michelle Clark-Heard told
McGee she needed to see one go in,
and the senior responded.
“Bianca has done a phenomenal
job for this program,” Heard said.
“…She missed the shot in the corner
and I told her that she had the next

Earning
her stripes

Govan embraces role
as leader on sideline

WKU's junior guard Alexis Govan (21) hugs junior forward Chastity Gooch
(30) after WKU's 61-60 victory on Saturday. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The first player to reach the top of
the ladder Saturday when the Lady
Toppers cut down the nets hasn’t
played since December.
Junior guard Alexis Govan was
WKU’s leading scorer last year and
the 2013-14 Sun Belt Conference
preseason Player of the Year. Along
with junior forward Chastity Gooch,
she was expected to help anchor a
Lady Topper team looking for its first
league title and NCAA Tournament

berth since 2008.
Govan was a crucial part of WKU’s
turnaround last season, averaging
20.3 points per game in 33 starts.
She had a promising beginning to
this year as well, starting the first 11
games of the season while posting a
16.5 points-per-game average.
But her season was derailed when
she suffered a stress fracture in her
left leg in a win against Georgetown
on Dec. 21. Her season was over before the Lady Toppers could open
Sun Belt play.
That didn’t stop Govan from con-

one. You’ve got to make it. And she
said, ‘Coach I’ll make it. I’m going be
be ok.’ The next time down she hit
one and I could see it in her eyes and
knew she was going to do some good
things. I’m super happy for her.”
Arkansas State regained the lead on
the following possession by way of
Carlisha Wyatt’s layup off the offensive rebound — but redshirt freshman guard Kendall Noble answered
back to give the Lady Toppers a 6160 lead with 1:21 remaining.
With the Lady Toppers still in front
with 31 seconds left, Noble missed
a jumper, but the Red Wolves failed
to convert on the other end, capping
an 18-4 game-winning run and giving WKU its 17th NCAA Tournament
berth in program history.
Noble, who hit the eventual gamewinning bucket in the semifinal
game, said McGee was the reason
the Lady Toppers won.
“Bianca is clutch,” Noble said. “She
can make big shots and she proved
it tonight. She made three big jump
shots at the end to help us get the
lead. It brought our energy up.”
Despite a 14-point second-half
deficit, McGee said the outcome was
never in doubt.
“There wasn't much doubt there,”
McGee said. “Everyone the entire
time, from the very beginning was
saying this is our game. From the beginning until today."

ence USA opponent Marshall (1122) in the non conference schedule
don’t look good on any resume.
A College Basketball Invitation
game wouldn’t do the school any
good. CBI games cost too much
money to host what is ultimately a
pointless basketball game.
Some may say any post-season
game is a good post-season game,
but not if you’re a program that’s
been to back-to-back NCAA tournaments.
It’s not that WKU is too high-andmighty to play in the CBI (see Indiana athletics director Fred Glass’
comments about playing in the
CBI), it’s just that it wouldn’t serve
the university any financial benefit from playing in a post-season
tournament where the finances
rely solely on the participating host
team.
So instead, WKU basketball leaves
the Sun Belt Conference empty
handed, but that’s not necessarily a
bad thing looking at the bigger picture.
Barring any roster changes, it’s
not like the Toppers are going to
have to replace a lot of key guys that
have been major components on
previous NCAA tournament teams.
WKU loses just three seniors with
Caden Dickerson, O’Karo Akamune
and Brandon Harris.
Harper has a lot to look forward to
next year.
The team’s leading scorers with
T.J. Price and George Fant will be
hungry to finish strong in their senior season.They’ll return Trency
Jackson at the point. Aaron Adeoye
has a chance to step in and take
over where O’Karo Akamune left off
with crucial minutes near the glass.
Kevin Kaspar, who Harper said was
a guy the team missed most on the
floor, will be back as a seasoned
floor general at guard.
Having your season end by one
point is always going to hurt. When
the team looks back on this game,
they’ll catch themselves playing the
what-if game and see it could’ve
gone either way.
But you can’t define a 31 game
season off a one-point loss in one
game. The team’s next man up
mentality proves there’s a lot to look
back on and see that the future is
bright for WKU basketball.
But for now, there are no magic
tricks. We’ll have to wait several
months to see what the magician
holds.

BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
tributing to the team effort, though.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard said
Govan has acted as a player-coach
since her injury took her out of the
lineup.
“She now has earned her coaching
stripes,” Clark-Heard said. “When
I’m talking with the staff and we’re
meeting, she’s talking to the team.
She’s talking to them about the
things she sees, about the things
they need to work on, if we need to
get stops, whatever it is. She’s been
phenomenal through this.”
On and off the court, Govan is one
of the Lady Toppers’ vocal leaders.
Throughout the year she could be
heard supporting her teammates
and offering advice as she watched
from the bench.
“She’s been great this entire season,” senior guard Bianca McGee
said. “She’s handled her injury very
well. I don’t know if I could have
handled it that well because I love
the game of basketball so much. She
amazes me on how she keeps a good
spirit and remains upbeat just for us.”
Clark-Heard said her overall impact on the team is second to none
– that’s why she was the first to climb
the ladder in New Orleans.
“I promised her if we made it here
and we won, she was going to be the
first one to cut down the net, because that’s how much she means
to this team,” Clark-Heard said after
Saturday’s championship win. “She’s
been phenomenal and it means a lot
that everyone else stepped up. That’s
why this is such a special moment.”
Govan might not take the court
when the team opens NCAA Tournament play this weekend, but her
impact will be felt from the bench.
WKU just completed its last season
in the Sun Belt Conference – she is
expected to be back next year, WKU’s
first in Conference USA.
Many around the program have
high hopes for her return to the Lady
Toppers next season, though, including WKU President Gary Ransdell.
“I told Alexis that next year, she’s
going to own Conference USA,”
Ransdell said.

against the Sun Belt's Defensive Player of the Year and the Toppers came
up just one-point short of moving on
to the Sun Belt championship.
WKU officially ended the season
20-12, a record better than its last
two campaigns.
In the last two seasons, however,
the Toppers won four games in four
days in the Sun Belt tournament,
earning back-to-back improbable
NCAA Tournament bids.
This season, they were tasked
with winning just two games in order to earn that automatic bid.
Junior forward George Fant has
played in the Big Dance in each of
his prior seasons; he said losing in
the Sun Belt is a feeling that he isn't
“really used to.”
“It definitely does hurt,” Fant said,
“but I'm proud of my team, proud
of my coaches, proud of the players.
It just didn't go right for us.”
Next season Fant and Price will
both be seniors.
Aaron Adeoye, Trency Jackson and
Kevin Kaspar will join Fant and Price in
a loaded and experienced senior class.
There will be a lot of support from
the underclassmen too: Chris Harrison-Docks took the reigns as the
team's starting point guard and will
be just a sophomore next season
and junior Alex Rostov, provided
full health, will return.
“We have to remember this feeling and get ready for next year,”
Fant said.

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
fense by averaging 10 runs per
game.
Kentucky (14-6), much like WKU,
plays well at home, sporting an 8-1
record in Lexington this season.
WKU will have to slow down junior
first baseman A.J. Reed, who was
first-team All-SEC designated hitter
in 2013 and named NCAA Player of
the Week on Feb. 25. The opening
pitch will be thrown Tuesday at 5:30
p.m. in Lexington.
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in NOLA
WKU senior Caden Dickerson reacts after his last game as a Hilltopper– a 72-73 loss to the University of Louisiana
Lafayette in the semifinal round of the Sun Belt Tournament on Saturday at Lakefront Arena in New Orleans. MIKE

CLARK/HERALD

Tops’ winning streak runs out in semifinals
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
T.J. Price looked up at the clock
and began running down the
court with nine seconds left in the
game. He had just kept the ball inbounds off Louisiana-Lafayette’s
Elfrid Payton air-balled a fall away
jumper.
WKU had seen this situation
before – down by one score with
just seconds standing between
survival and going home. Coach
Ray Harper had one timeout left
in his back pocket, but chose to let
his team play out the scenario on
its own.
Price dribbled up the right side,
guarded directly by Payton, the

long-armed Sun Belt Defensive
Player of the Year.
He hesitated at midcourt before he saw coach Ray Harper and
assistant David Boyden pointing
down the sideline, coaching him
to drive the ball. He crossed the
three-point line and began to turn
the corner, but couldn't get all the
way to the rim.
“I did my best to keep my hands
straight up," Payton said after the
game.
Price rose through Payton's
limbs, but the ball sailed slightly
over the rim, right as the buzzer
sounded.
“We do a lot of drills like that,
trying to cut off the baseline and I
tried my hardest to cut off the base-

line,” Payton said. “I didn't actually
get there but he pulled up and like
I said early I just tried to keep my
hands straight up and make it as
tough a shot as possible.”
Harper and the Toppers got the
shot they wanted from the guy
they wanted taking it, but sometimes the proverbial cards don't
fall in your favor.
“I feel like you've got the ball in
the guy's hands where you want it,”
Harper said. “If we'd have called a
timeout we'd have probably tried
to put the ball in T.J.'s hands, or
George (Fant's hands).
“If he could've turned it about
another half-step, he had probably
a bucket,” Harper said.
But he couldn't turn the corner

SEE BASKETBALL PAGE B3

This time,
the magic
ran out
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
As long as I’ve been
writing for the Herald,
there has always been
extra basketball for the
Toppers in March.
Not this year.
Last year I stood and
watched the NCAA tournament selection show
PRATT
Sports Editor on a big screen with
several hundred WKU
faithful and a team that had just a week
before won its second-straight Sun Belt
Conference tournament championship
by a miracle run.
Not this year.
The Toppers had the ball and a chance
to do something magical. Ray Harper
had a timeout left, but rolled the dice
and let fate have its way. Fate had traditionally favored WKU.
Not this year.
This year, fate had other ideas.
At some point in a magic trick, you become unamused and you want to see
the strings attached and you want to
know about the man behind the curtain.
You insist the magician show his hand,
then he runs out of tricks. Harpermania
ensued in 2011 when Ray Harper took
over midseason and took the Toppers to
The Dance.
Last season, the magic came back and
fell seven points short of college basketball history.
This year, there was no magic.
“I’m not really used to it,” junior forward George Fant said after the team’s
semifinal loss to Louisiana-Lafayette. “It
definitely does hurt, but I’m proud of my
team, proud of my coaches, proud of the
players. It just didn’t go right for us.”
“It’s tough, but we’ve got to remember
this feeling and get ready for next year.”
There were no major storylines this
season – you got what you saw with this
team. There were no major coaching
changes, no plague of injuries that overwhelmed a team.
It was pretty cut and dry. They weren’t
the most talented, but they would fight.
So there I was, thinking of how strange
it was to watch the selection show in a
newsroom knowing that Western Kentucky wasn’t going to be part of the 68
teams picked to dance.
Their RPI wasn’t good enough to get
picked to the NIT. Bad losses to Bowling
Green State (12-20) and future ConferSEE COLUMN PAGE B3
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Toppers gear up for Kentucky showdown
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU baseball got the start it wanted for conference play with a series victory over Georgia
State this weekend.
The weekend was the first Sun Belt Conference action for the Toppers (12-8) this year and
improved their road record to 3-6 while the
team is 8-1 at home.
WKU suffered a 6-5 loss the first night to the
Panthers, but the Toppers were able to win
both games of a double header the following
day, marking the second time the team has
won both games of a double header this year.
All games against Georgia State were one-run
games, and the other two WKU managed to
win 4-3 and 6-5 (10).
“I think our guys responded unbelievably,”
Coach Matt Myers said. “To be down one game
already and not playing well before and for our
guys to respond like they did. They played tough,

grinded it out and I’m very proud of them.
"The team was challenged Friday night by me
and themselves to play tougher and that is exactly what they did,” he added.
Next up on Tuesday, WKU will play Kentucky
Wildcats. The previous time these two met, a
battle commenced as the teams went 18 innings and ended in a walk-off home run by
now-sophomore Trevor Lowe. WKU swept
the season series with Kentucky last year and
has won six of the last seven since losing three
straight from 2007-08.
The six-hour thriller was a defining moment
for the Toppers last season, and Myers is hoping for the same result this season.
“I expect both teams to get at each other,”
Myers said. “They know what we have done
with them recently winning six of the last seven
games they would want nothing more than to
beat us Tuesday."
The No. 20 Wildcats are fueled by their ofSEE BASEBALL PAGE B3

First baseman
Ryan
Church
reacts to being
called out on
an attempted
steal during the
team's 4-3 victory over Illinois
in the first game
Saturday. The
Hilltoppers won
both
games
of the double
header. AUSTIN ANTHONY/
HERALD

